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6 July 1860

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the committee to investigate the Ledeboers had completed its task The
objections had been resolved and the protest of Gerrit Wakker, the clerk, was withdrawn. Several
people were admitted to the Lord's table. The school committee to which Jan Binnekant was
added as a member but who had declined the assignment with apparent hard feelings how the
appointment of the committee was handled by the consistory. H. Doesburg declined to serve
because he "desired a union with the district school."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 141-142.

Page 141
according to a classical decision, she will be given a testimonial co,neerning her conduct
while here.
ARTICLRE 7 — The president presents a letter and a respo se from Miss van de Linde
concerning her appointment as instructor in the school 9four congregation. Brothers
Keppel and te Roller were appointed as a committeeyvisit her and to work out details
of the contract, with the most economical and beneficial arrangements for the school.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided, for the advancement of this school, to appoint a school
committee consisting of from eight to ten mgdbers, one-half from the consistory, and the
others from the congregation. The appoin écl members of the consistory are A. C. van
Raalte, Keppel, Wakker, van de Luyster nd Geerlings. From the congregation C.
Doesburg, H. J. Hesselinlc, Plugger, aqSPolsma were appointed. The Rev. G. van der
Wall was added to the committee. 1)11e clerk was instructed to give written notification to
these individuals of their appointnInt and to consult with them for the time of their first
meeting.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided/to distribute the funds collected, because of the fire at J.
Vinke, etc., on Thursday ev ning at 7 o'clock.
The meeting was closed y Brother Labots.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistoty Meeting of July 6, 1860
Absent: Brothers Broek and van de Luyster.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes were read and approved, with the exception that one of the
members of the committee for the school was not Polsma, but Binnenkant.
ARTICLE 2 — The committee appointed concerning Dr. Ledeboer reports orally by the
clerk that the objections have been resolved and consequently the protest has been
withdrawn.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee appointed to examine members who wish to be admitted to
the Lord's Supper reports that the following have been admitted: Geert de Wit and Maria
de Wit, nee Meijer; Johannes van Dijk and Anje van Dijk, nee Oostma; Johannes Naber
and Anna Naber, nee de Vries.
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ARTICLE 4 — The committee for the school reports that, because of the improper
reporting of the clerk, Binnenkant did not appear at the first meeting but Polsma did. He
was made a member of the committee without discussing the problem. However, in a
further discussion, he not only indicated that he would not be able to work with this
committee, but he also accused the consistory of having gone too far and that they should
have first consulted the congregation. In particular, he accused the Brothers Wakker and
Labots of inconsistencies. This was challenged by Wakker as untrue, and the president
defended the procedure which had been developed and declared that all necessary
precautions, given the circumstances, had been taken. All of this discussion was fruitless,
as far as Polsma was concerned, and he declined the assignment.
Afterwards, a discussion took place with Mr.H. Doesburg, who declared that he was
opposed to a school of the congregation and desired a union with the district school.
Also this discussion was fruitless, and he declined to serve. The committee further
reports, via Brother van de Luyster, that they have attempted to persuade him to serve,
which he rejected. However, information was received later that he very likely would be
willing to serve.
ARTICLE 5 — The committee for M. van de Linde reported that a satisfactory solution
has been found and, in the vacation period, she will accommodate according to
circumstances. For the time being, the vacation period was set at five weeks per year.
ARTICLE 6 — Memberships were received for Hermanis van Pell and Cornelia van Pell,
nee Nijhuis, from
The consistory adjourned until further notice.
The meeting was closed by Brother de Vries.
G. Wakker

